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Swiss RJ Forum

Swiss Restorative Justice Forum (SRJF)

STATUTES

General provisions

Article 1: Constitution

The ‘Swiss Forum for Restorative Justice’ (hereinafter referred to as the ‘Forum’) is a
non-profit organisation within the meaning of Article 60 and following of the Swiss Civil

Code.

The registered office of the Forum shall be at the respective legal domicile of the
President or at a place designated by him or her.

The Forum is a politically and religiously neutral organisation.

Article 2: Aim and purpose

The aim of the Swiss RJ Forum is to promote restorative justice in Switzerland by

Developing theoretical and ethical foundations as a basis for restorative justice;
Disseminating information about restorative justice and its usefulness;

Promoting the development of criminal justice measures and laws that enable the
expansion of restorative justice in or alongside criminal justice;

Stimulating research on restorative justice;

Supporting projects for the practical implementation of restorative justice and
their evaluation;

Supporting the training of restorative justice practitioners.

Article 3: Resources

The funds of the Forum shall come from:

Membership fees;
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e Grants and subsidies;
e Donations and contributions of all kinds;
e Other sources, proceeds from its own events.

Article 4: Regional groups

If necessary, members from a language region can form a regional group with the approval
of the Executive Board. This can be constituted as an association, the statutes are to be
approved by the Board. The regional groups may receive the membership fees due to the
Forum from the members and transfer these to the Forum.

Members
Article 5: Composition

Natural and legal persons who support the objectives of the Association may become
members of the Forum. The application of members for admission to a regional group is
also an application for admission as a member of the Forum.

Article 6: Admission procedure

Membership is granted to persons who apply for membership in writing, whose
nomination is accepted by the Board of Directors, and who fulfil the payment of the
annual membership fee.

Each member shall be bound by the contents of this document and the decisions of the
competent bodies.

Article 7: Resignation, exclusion

Any resignation must be notified in writing to the Board of Directors, which shall take note
of it.

The Board of Directors may decide to expel a member for good cause. The Board of
Directors shall inform the General Assembly. Non-payment of fees for two consecutive
years is grounds for expulsion from the forum. Every expelled member has the right to
appeal to the General Assembly. The reintegration of the expelled member may be
recommended by the Board to the General Assembly.
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Article 8: Membership fee

Each member shall pay a membership fee to the Forum. The membership fee is
determined annually by the General Assembly on the proposal of the Board of Directors.

Article 9: Financial obligations

The members do not participate in the debts of the Forum beyond the amount of their
contributions. The Forum's debts are only guaranteed by its corporate assets.

Bodies

Article 10: The General Assembly

The General Assembly is the supreme body of the Forum. It comprises all members of the
Forum. It is quorate regardless of the number of members present. It is chaired by the
President of the Forum or, in his/her absence, by a member of the Executive Board.

Article 11: Meetings and powers of the General Assembly

The General Assembly usually meets once a year and is convened by the Executive Board.
The following topics are dealt with:

e Decisions on appeals against expulsions by the Executive Board;

e Election and dismissal of members of the Executive Board and monitoring of the
accounts;

e Adoption of the Board's activity report;

e Discussion of the Forum's general policy;

e Adoption of the accounts;

e Decisions on the discharge of the Board of Directors and the auditors;
e Determination of the annual contributions;

e Adoption and amendment of the Articles of Association;

e Dissolution of the Forum.
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Article 12: Convening of the General Meeting

The date of the General Meeting is decided by the Board of Directors and communicated
at least one month before the meeting with the agenda items.

Extraordinary General Meetings may be convened at any time by the Board of Directors
onits own initiative or at the proposal of at least one fifth of the members of the
Association. Notice of the meeting shall be given at least two weeks in advance together
with the agenda.

Article 13: Decisions of the General Assembly

Each member present has one vote. In the event of a tie, the President shall decide by
casting vote. Votes and elections are held by a show of hands. They shall be held by secret
ballot if a member so requests. Unless otherwise provided for, decisions are made by a
simple majority of the votes cast. Abstentions do not count, regardless of the vote.

Article 14: The Executive Board

The Board of Directors shall consist of at least five members: President and at least four
other members, elected by the General Assembly for one year and eligible for re-election.
With the exception of the election of the President, the Board constitutes itself.

Article 15: Competences of the Executive Board

The Executive Board manages the activities of the Forum. It meets as often as necessary,
convened by one of its members, normally the President. The Board is quorate if at least
two members are present. The Executive Board is responsible for

e Convening ordinary and extraordinary general meetings;

e Organising the activities and taking all necessary measures to achieve the Forum's
objectives, including setting up working groups with members of the Forum and
internal or external specialists;

e Ensuring the implementation of the Articles of Association

e Managing the assets of the Association;

e The pronouncement of an exclusion in accordance with Article 7.
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Article 16 : Auditors

The General Assembly elects two auditors for two years. They may be re-elected. They are
responsible for auditing the Forum's accounts. They shall present the results of their audit
to the General Assembly.

Article 17 : Accounts

The financial year is annual. It begins on 1 January and ends on 31 December of each year.

Final provisions

Article 18: Amendment of the Articles of Association

The Articles of Association may be amended by the members who vote in favour by a
simple majority of the votes cast at the General Meeting or at a special meeting. The
amendment must be mentioned in the constitution.

Article 19: Dissolution or merger

The dissolution of the Forum can only be decided at the request of the Board of Directors
or half of the members who are entitled to vote at an Extraordinary General Meeting
convened for this purpose. The decision to dissolve the association requires the approval
of two thirds of the votes cast.

In the event of dissolution, the Extraordinary General Meeting shall decide on the
utilisation of the Forum's assets in accordance with the purpose of the Association. In the
event of dissolution, profits and capital shall be transferred to another legal entity
domiciled in Switzerland that is exempt from taxation on the grounds of charitable status
or public purpose. Under no circumstances may the assets of the Association be
transferred to its members for their private use.

A merger can only take place with another legal entity domiciled in Switzerland that is
exempt from taxation on the grounds of charitable status or public purpose.

Article 20 : Discrepancies and defects

In the event of discrepancies between the different language versions of the Articles of
Association, the French version shall prevail.
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Anything not specified in these Articles of Association shall be governed by Article 60 and
following of the Swiss Civil Code.

Article 21: Ratification

These Articles of Association replace those that entered into force on 26 November 2021.

They were approved by the General Assembly on 27 May 2023 and enter into force
immediately.

Place and date : Bern, 27 May 2023

For the Forum:

The President: The Vice-President:

Claudia Christen-Schneider Magali Herrmann Karrer
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